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Kodai Mercury Dump ‘Burns’ in UK
Saleh Mamon, who attends Unilever shareholders meet as proxy in Surrey, raises queries on abandoned plant

Express News Service

Chennai: They are far and 
few. But the voices seeking
justice in Kodaikanal, where 
the Anglo-Dutch MNC Uni-
lever is accused of dumping
mercury at its erstwhile ther-
mometer plant, have reached
closer home for the transna-
tional giant.

When the Unilever share-
holders met on April 30 at 
Leatherhead in Surrey, the 
UK, Saleh Mamon, a retired 
headmaster, whose grandfa-
ther hailed from Gujarat, 
stood up to question the
company over the alleged
contradiction between Uni-
lever’s stated policies and
practice with regard to the
Kodaikanal issue.

Mamon attended the 
meeting as a proxy after
learning about the issue at
Kodaikanal, where a ther-
mometer factory that was set 
up by Ponds, later acquired
by Unilever, had severely 
polluted the soil and ground-
water with mercury, consid-
ered to be the third-most 
dangerous element after ar-
senic and lead.

In his annual report to 
shareholders, Unilever CEO 
Paul Polman stressed on 
‘Unilever Sustainable Living 
Plan’ that has three goals — 
improving health and well 
being, reducing environmen-
tal impact and enhancing
livelihoods. 

“But the question that aris-
es is why has it not resolved

the problems at Kodaikanal,
which have harmed and are 
continuing to harm the envi-
ronmentandpoisonedpeople
with grave health conse-
quences, including children
born to ex-workers. For me,
Kodaikanal were not to be 
treated as legal issue only,but
more importantly a moral is-
sue and of social justice. I said
so at the meeting,” Mamon 
said in his e-mail to The New 
Indian Express. 

Mamon had raised ques-
tions, including the need for 
an independent assessment 
of the extent of contamina-
tion; the need for a monitor-
ingmechanism on thespread
of contamination, particu-
larly to the ecosystem of 
Pambar forest; the correct-
ness of adopting a much 
lower standard for clean up
when compared to the UK or 
the Dutch standards; the
need for a thorough, inde-
pendent epidemiological 

study to assess the mercury
poisoning of former workers
and an interim framework of
medical care and living al-
lowance for them.

But the reply, he noted,
was too general in nature. 
“He appreciated the con-
cerns. He felt that the news-
paper reports were biased... 
(He said) there were many 
obstacles in the way includ-
ing NGOs and also people
who had never been to that 
place,” Mamon said. 

There were shareholders 
of Indian origin present dur-
ing the meeting, but not one 
asked a follow-up question.
“I think the shareholders 
have very little knowledge of 
these issues because in the
UK, the corporate media 
rarely cover issues such as
Kodai,” he added.

This non-chalance does 
not surprise veteran cam-
paigners. “Most sharehold-
ers don’t make investment 

decisions on ethical grounds, 
they want to see a return on 
their investment,” noted pro-
fessor Eurig Scandrett of the 
Queen Margaret University, 
the UK, who has been ac-
tively part of the campaign
for justice at Bhopal.

However, he hastened to 
add that efforts like those of 
Mamon will come of use. 
“When shareholders realise 
that Unilever is neglecting its
international responsibili-
ties, they’ll see it as a finan-
cial risk and put their money 
elsewhere. Unilever’s CEO 
willbemoreconcernedabout 
the threat of shareholders 
abandoning the company 
than the health of Indian 
workers. That is why share-
holder action is important,” 
he explained.

In many ways, the profes-
sor added, Unilever is the 
same as Dow Chemicals and 
many other corporations 

who trumpet their social re-
sponsibility, but refuse to be 
accountable for the damage 
they cause to their workers
and neighbours.

“If Unilever is so confident 
that it has done everything
required to mitigate pollu-
tion, then it should back an 
independent assessment of 
the contamination and the 
health impact on its former
workers, and commit to car-
rying out its recommenda-
tions,” said Scandrett.

City-based environment 
activist Nithyanand Jayara-
man said such efforts by
their loosely-organised col-
lective called UK Campaign 
for Justice in Kodaikanal 
were aimed at spreading 
awareness about the issue, 
especially among the young 
population. “We are expect-
ing the company to assume 
responsibility for its actions,” 
he said.

Express News Service

Chennai: PMK founder S 
Ramadoss has accused State-
owned Aavin (Tamil Nadu 
Co-operative Milk Produc-
ers’ Federation Ltd) of refus-
ing to procure milk from
traditional dairy farmers and 

said the move would benefit
private milk companies and 
producers.

In a statementhereon Sun-
day, Ramadoss said procure-
ment had gonedown to 23.22
lakh litres per day in 2013-14 
from 24.36 lakh litres in 2012-
13 even though production 
and procurement price have 

increased. Even when it re-
duced the quantum of pur-
chase from co-operative soci-
eties in Salem, Krishnagiri
and Tirunelveli among other
places, Aavin has been mak-
ing bulk purchase from pri-
vatemilkproducersregistered 
as associate members of the
societies, he charged. “The
milk not procured by Aavin is
sold at very low prices to local 
traders. The same milk is sold 
to Aavin with higher profit
disguisingasbulkproducers,” 
he added. 

Flaying Aavin’s stand that 
the quality of milk was not
satisfactory as maligning tra-
ditional milk farmers, Rama-
doss said the former must 
change its attitude and pro-
cure wholly from traditional 
milk producers. “It should be 
ensured that both Aavin and
traditional milk producers 
are mutually benefited,” he
said, adding that the best 
economics at this juncture 
would be to increase the pro-
curement and produce val-
ue-added products

Aavin not Buying 
from Ryots: PMK
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Singapore witnessed huge
and steady investments by 
Indians. Since 2012-13, 
$4,818 million (`30,703 
crore) has been invested by
Indians in Singapore. 

Netherlands appears to be 
another favourite of the In-
dian biz community. While 
$1,050.67 million (`6,691 
crore) was invested in 2012-
13, a whopping $1,778.33
million (`11,330 crore) capi-
tal investment was made in 
2013-14. In the current fis-
cal, $723.32 million (`4,607 
crore) investment has al-
ready been made. 

Another surprise destina-
tion for huge capital invest-
ment is the Bahamas, where
$54.67 million was invested
in 2012-13 followed by $17.1
million in 2013-14 and $32.76
in 2014-15. Southeast African
country Mozambique, which
in 2012 discovered large natu-
ral gas reserves, witnessed a
sudden investment of $2,643
million (`16, 842 crore) in
2013-14. In 2012-13, the total
investment was only $0.47
million. After a spurt in invest-
ment in 2013-14, there was
sharp decline in the current
fiscal: only $3.68 million.

British Virgin Islands, 
which earns its 60 per cent
revenue by registration of 
covert entities, has nothing 
substantial to offer to the
Richie Rich looking to invest. 
With an export revenue of an 
average $40 million and im-
ports worth $400 million, 
the country has tourism as 
the main business besides 
providing mailbox compa-
nies to shadowy operators.

The finance ministry said 
that on March 5, 2013, resi-
dent individuals were per-
mitted to undertake Over-
seasDirectInvestment(ODI) 
in the equity of overseas joint
ventures/wholly owned sub-
sidiaries under the automat-
ic route within the overall
ceiling under Liberalized Re-
mittance Scheme (LRS) sub-
ject to the compliance with
certain conditions. The ceil-
ing was increased from 
$75,000 to $125,000 per 
financial year per head for
any permitted capital or cur-
rent account transaction or
a combination of both 
through a notification on 
June 3, 2014.

In June-July 2014, The In-
ternational Consortium of 
Investigative Journalists re-
vealed a list of covert firms
using complex offshore struc-
tures in the British Virgin Is-
lands and other offshorehide-
aways famous for providing 
shelters to money-launderers.
It disclosed names of 665 In-
dian businessmen and enti-
ties registered in these tax 
havens. The leak raised sus-
picions on investment in a 
country with a labour force of 
just 12,000 people.
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The compromise is that AAI 
has assured police that they 
would send their own staff to
maintain security cover and
usher traffic along the lane.
Two police kiosks have been
erected at eitherend for effec-
tive monitoring as well. Sig-
nage indicating that the road
is open is yet to go up, but that
will happen in the next few
days, said Shastri.

MoS for Civil Aviation Ma-
hesh Sharma, who was tran-
siting through Chennai en 
route to Puducherry, told the
media that all the “minor is-
sues at the airport” were being
fixed and funds for the same 
are being released. He also
assured that the privatisation 
process would not mean that
the control or ownership of
the airport would be handed
over to the private player, as 
AAI would still be overseeing
the running of the airport.

Previously, there had been 
several complaints about not 
being allowed to use the
lane. 

Singapore a 
Favourite for 
Indian Bizmen

‘Minor Issues 
at Airport 
Being Fixed’

by Bagalavan Perier

Villupuram: Residents of 
Ekkiyarkuppam village 
near Marakkanam fear en-
tering their houses these 
days and It’s not because of 
fear of natural disasters like 
earthquake, but the poor
quality of the government-
built structures. Their fear 
is not without reason as
two houses have reportedly 
crumbled recently.

According to sources, 
majority of the 600 families 
living in Ekkiyarkuppam 
are fisherfolk. In 1991, the 
government constructed 
249 houses for them and 
later, between 2002 and 
2003, an additional 236 
houses were built and allot-
ted. However, cracks start-
ed developing in the first 
lot of houses by 2000. As 
the cracks were getting big-
ger and starting to pose a 
threat to the structure, the 
villagers urged the district 
administration to repair the 
houses. But, no action was 
initiated, the villagers al-

leged. Meanwhile, 13 hous-
es from the first lot col-
lapsed in the last three
years creating more dread 
among the residents.

Recently, the roof of the 
house belonging to a resi-
dent called S Anajalai col-
lapsed due to rain. As she 
was sleeping outside, she 
escaped unhurt. A few days 
later, another house be-
longing to L Rajam was 
completely razed due to 
heavy rain. It was a narrow
escape for her as well.

People whose houses wit-
nessed the most damage 
had built huts near the 
houses. Others had covered 
the concrete roof with plas-
tic sheets to protect it from 
rain. Madurai, a fisherman,
told Express that immedi-
ately after the 2004 tsuna-
mi, as houses were being
allotted to people from a 
nearby village, they had re-
quested officials to either
repair their houses or allot 
new houses. The officials, 
he alleged, never paid at-

tention and each time they 
just visited the collapsed 
house, took notes and left.

“We have submitted peti-
tions to the Villupuram 
Collector, former and cur-
rent MLAs, MPs, ministers, 
officials of the revenue de-
partment, fisheries and to 
the Chief Minister’s Special 
Cell. But, so far nothing has 
been done,” said panchayat 
president Gajendiran add-
ing that nearly 20 families
repaired their houses on
their own.

Govt-built Houses turn Death Traps as
Residents’ Complaints Fall on Deaf  Ears

Love, Sex and Crime, All 
After Wrong Phone Call
Express News Service

Villupuram: A 29-year-old
farmer was arrested for 
cheating his illicit lover and 
threatening her after having 
a physical relationship with 
her near Kallakuruchi on
Sunday. Police are also in 
search of four of his friends, 
who harassed the woman to 
satisfy them sexually.

Sourcesaid, V Sathyamoor-
thy (29) of Thandalai village 
near Kallakuruchi, the farm-
er, already married and hav-
ing a child, had a few months 
ago got a wrong call and ac-
cidentally got introduced to 
Kumari (19) (name changed) 
of Uchimedu village near
Thiyagadurugam, whose 
husband was working in the 
Gulf. Since then, the farmer 
and the woman spoke regu-
l a r l y  t o  e a c h  o th e r .
Sathyamoorthy said he was 
not yet married and would 
like to marry her. 

Sathyamoorthy’s wife was
unaware of this relationship. 
On Wednesday, he called 
Kumari and asked her to
come to North Kattukottai, 

his native village. When Ku-
mari arrived, he took her to 
the nearby forest area, where 
he forcibly had a physical
relationship with her. 

Following this, Kumari 
asked him to marry her, but
Sathyamoorthy refused to
and revealed he was already
married. Also, he threatened 
to murder her if she disclosed 
their relationship to anyone. 
Kumari was shocked and 
went back to her home. 

Meanwhile, Sathyamoor-
thy narrated the incident to 
his friends M Narayanan, A 
Ramu, K Gopal and N Mu-
thusamy. They too called up 
Kumari and asked her to 
have sex with them for 
money.

On Saturday evening, Ku-
mari lodged a complaint at 
the Kallakuruchi All-Woman 
police station. Based on that, 
police registered a case and 
after inquiry arrested 
Sathyamoorthy. Police are 
also in search of his friends, 
who were absconding since 
Saturday after coming to
know that a case has been 
filed against them too .

File picture of the entrance of the abandoned thermometer factory of 

Hindustan Unilever Limited in Kodaikanal | EXPRESS
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Action, Please!
No Dustbins at Madambakkam

Madambakkam can be called the dumpyard of the city 
as the locality does not even have a single public dustbin, 
forcing the residents to dump the rubbish on the road, 
which attracts stray animals foraging for food.

Prit Pal Singh, Madambakkam

Cold Storage Unit at CMBT Unused

The cold storage facility at Koyambedu market is await-
ing installation of solar power panels as a huge bill is 
generated from consumption of electricity. Hope the 
authorities make the necessary arrangements.

S Jayachandran, Vadapalani

Stray Dog Menace on Beach

Stray dog menace on the Besant Nagar beach goes un-
checked, causing trouble to visitors. The Corporation 
should take action. Besides, the civic body can install
lights on the road along the beach for enhanced safety.

S Venugopalan, Vannandurai

CCTV Cameras Sought at MRTS Station

Several MRTS railway stations need CCTV cameras for 
safety, especially for women during night. With the in-
crease in crime at the stations, the chances of tracing the 
culprit and taking action against him are poor, for want 
of the cameras. I urge authorities to install cameras at 
the station as well as in the train compartments.

N Raghuraman, Kodambakkam

No Ventilation in Lavatories 

The stainless steel toilets on Ebrahimji Sahib Street are
so small that big-made people cannot use them comfort-
ably. Moreover, the toilets do not have ventilation. An
exhaust fan in the facility could be installed.

K Govindarajan, Broadway

Upgrade Ullagaram Village Library

The village-level library at Ullagaram, Madipakkam, 
needs to be upgraded with the latest books in English. 
The library fails to cater to the needs of the students, as 
only Tamil books are available.

A K Nazimudeen, Madipakkam

Toll-free SMS for TNEB Plaints Sought

The telephone lines of TNEB complaint service (no:1912)
are always engaged and complaints of blackout, low volt-
age, burning underground cables, faulty meters could
be made easily if only SMS facility is introduced.

V Ganapathy Subramanian, Royapuram

Shelter sought at Vanuvampet Bus stop

Vanuvampet MTC bus-stop adjacent to Veerangal Odai 
Bridge does not have a roof and commuters are exposed 
to the elements. Repeated pleas have been in vain. MTC 
can also introduce new routes from Keelkatalai via Vanu-
vampet to CMBT, Anna Square and Sriperumbudur.

Ragav, Chennai

Cover Open Drains at Ullagaram

Open drains on Ullagaram Ambedkar Street near Mac-
millan Colony(Zone 14) are ideal for breeding of mos-
quitoes and need to be sealed soon. Also, there is the 
stray dog menace on the stretch.

Anand, Chennai

Apathy of Civic Body Deplored

Cleanliness is next to Godliness, but no one bothers. And
there’s no to stop people from spitting and relieving 
themselves near the gate of my house. Whom should I 
blame? Them? Or staff of the city civic body? 

P V Suresh Babu, Triplicane

A dilapidated house at Ekkiyarkuppam near Marakkanam; and (R) a resident points out to the crumbling roof 

of his house | EXPRESS

■ Plant set up in 1983 by Chesebrough-Ponds, bought over by 
Unilever in 1986. Machinery came from the US

■ The factory produced around 75,000 thermometers a day

■ Directed to shut down in 2001 after Palani Hills Conserva-
tion Council and Greenpeace exposed the company’s attempt 
to sell glass contaminated with mercury to a scrap dealer

■ In 2003, 300 tonnes contaminated waste extracted. 280 
tonnes partially-treated mercury sludge sent back to the US

■ Company reportedly admitted that over 3.5 tonnes of 
mercury remained spread all over its site

■ Standard for clean up in UK: 1 mg/kg of soil; Netherlands: 10 
mg/kg. At Kodaikanal, it was set at 25mg/kg

RISE & FALL

[
Milk bought for 

a low price from

farmers is sold to 

Aavin by people dis-

guised as bulk pro-

ducers at high profit
— S RAMADOSS,

PMK founder


